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Abstract 

Sri Lanka emerges from this latest election with a hung Parliament in 2015. A coalition called the United National 

Front for Good Governance (UNFGG) won 106 seats and secured ten out of 22 electoral districts, including 

Colombo to obtain the largest block of seats at the parliamentary polls, though it couldn‟t secure a simple majority 

in 225-member parliament. It also has the backing of smaller parties that support its agenda of electoral. In the 

August parliamentary election, the former president Rajapaksa forces upped the nationalist antes and campaigned to 

win a majority of parliamentary seats with the votes of the Sinhala Buddhists only, but extreme appeals to 

nationalism failed to get traction in the elections among the Sinhalese. It is fair to say that the double blow against 

nationalism in the south was occasioned by the politics of good governance promoted by the UNP and its alliance in 

the election. In Sri Lanka‟s eighth General elections, none of the two major political alliances- the (UNF), nor the 

(UPFA)- gained a clear majority in the election. More important, for the fourth time the fragmentation of seats 

among the major parties and regional level party has inaugurated a period of unstable coalition governments, 

creating an air of political and economic ambiguity in the nation as it enters a post- Mahinda Ragapakshe era. This 

study is based on an interpretive approach. The data were collected from both primary and secondary sources. The 

study examines and distinguishes the 2015 election from previous ones and what extent? What are the major factors 

leads to defeat the ruling party? However, this study argues that the election results are indicative not only of the 

decline of Mahinda Ragapakshe era, but also of a gradual transition toward good governance.  
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